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Accessibility and The Current 
Section 508 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973 requires all federal agencies to make their electronic 

communications and information technology accessible to people with disabilities. You may have noticed that 

the format of this month’s newsletter looks a lot different. The writer and editor of The Current is working to 

produce the newsletter as accessible as possible for all its readers. Thank you for your patience. 



Around Campus  

Welcome to the New Year   
Wow! I bet you have been aching for the next 

publication of The Current. Well, so have I. It has 

been a month since the start of the school year 

and every level of the school is starting to get back 

into their routines, including the writers of this 

fine publication. 

Not only has a New Year arrived but we have had 

the additions of new students, staff and families to 

CMP American River. Each of these new 

community members brings their own energy and 

personality to our school. Welcome everyone. 

With the New Year brings new goals and renewed 

efforts to achieve old goals. In 2017, The Current 

has done well to keep the community informed of 

the most up to date happenings and with that 

commitment, increased pressure to meet 

deadlines.  

As part of the effort to keep you informed, this 

issue will focus on content from both January and 

February as well as current issues from March. 

CMP Staff in Focus – Basketball Program 
CMP is built around passion. Passionate staff are 

the building blocks of our amazing school. One of 

those staff members is Jon Holloway. He has 

taken on an integral role in helping to rebuild our 

beloved basketball program her at CMP American 

River. 

A first year teacher at CMP American River, Jon is 

comfortably busy. He con-currently working on 

completing his California Mulitple Subject 

Teaching Credential through the Sacramento 

County Office of Education as well as his 

Montessori Certificaiton through the Montessori 

Training Center in Shingle Springs. Despite his 

lack of personal time, Jon has even taken it upon 

himself to replace basketball nets on the 

playground. To say he is busy is an 

understatement. 

One look at the playground during recess will tell 

you how successful he has been. Basketball is 

passionately being played by many Upper 

Elemnentary and Middle School students. It is so 

exciting to see the students finding a passion for 

something outside of their academcis.  

Part of the success of the program that Jon is 

running, is his ability to pull in a solid set of 

coaches to support him. Ryan Saunders coaches 

the Middle School team and Mitch Hayes is Jon’s 

assistant coach.  

Moving forward, we look forward to the future of 

the basketball progarm here at CMP American 

River.  

Safety at School – Car Loop 

Let us talk about the elephant in the loop. The car 
loop that is, and no there is not actually an 
elephant. Recently, we have stationed a few staff 
members at the exit of the parking lot loop during 
afternoon pick-up. Their role is to provide traffic 
control to allow the exiting traffic not to back up 
and block the intersection as well as to assist 
pedestrians crossing the crosswalk.  
 
During this process, we have made some 
observations of habits that are creating unsafe 
situations during high traffic times. First, we have 
a few cars that are choosing to park on Kermit in 
front of the field. This is designated a ‘No 
Parking’ zone for two reasons. First, there is a 
cross walk which requires a 25 ft. zone where cars 
should not park. Second, parking in front of the 
field blocks the road and makes it difficult for 
through traffic to move around cars turning into 
our pick-up loops. Please refrain from parking in 
this area. 



 
Secondly, we have three crosswalks for 
pedestrians. We understand that it is difficult to 
get into our school for pick-up or drop off; 
however, it is CA State Law prohibiting the 
blockage of crosswalks. Therefore, please do not 
park in a crosswalk or block a crosswalk while 
waiting to enter the loops.  
 
Last but not least, please do not block the 
entrances and exit to our staff parking loop. We 
cannot facilitate a smooth transition of traffic if 
the access points are blocked. We are exploring 
further modifications to our egress procedures to 
maintain a high level of safety. 

 
 
As always, safety is not just an important 
consideration for our school; it is the most 
important consideration for our school. Thank 
you for continuing to support our efforts for 
making our school safe.  
 
Are you interested in how the school handles 
safety, please see the Public Copy of the Safety 
Operations Plan online or in the front office. 
 

Safety Update – Gun Related School Violence  
March 14, a national student ‘Walk Out’ was 

staged by many students across the nation over 

the recent gun related school violence. It is an 

understatement to say that we are all affected by 

school violence. As has been written about before 

in The Current, the priority of schools today is to 

keep students and staff safe.  

As part of the process of ensuring a safe school 

environment, CMP staff conduct regular drills in 

an effort to improve response time in all 

emergencies. Included in this process, is a debrief 

session with staff and students to talk about ways 

to improve. Furthermore, mental preparation for 

staff starts at staff meetings where we discuss 

tabletop scenarios for different emergencies. 

School violence is scary and it is occurring with 

more regularity; however, with continued 

preparation we can keep our school safe.  

 

CMP Sports Update – Basketball Season 
Ok, so it has been some time since we last 
checked in with The Current’s Sports Desk. In fact, 
it has been an entire basketball season. To catch 

you up on the action packed season, we’ve invited 
two of CMP American River’s own students, 
Sophia Saunders and Aiden Wilson, to write about 
the season. 

 

Get to Know the Basketball Program! 

By Sophia Saunders  

Photography by Aiden Wilson 

 

 If you have children in Upper Elementary 
or Middle School, or even if you are very active in 
this school’s affairs, I would be surprised if you 
have not heard of the Basketball Program here at 
CMP. Although, I understand that many of you 
have children in either kindergarten, first grade, 
second grade, or third grade. Which is why I have 
decided to write an article about the Basketball 



Program. When your children get into fourth 
grade, I expect some of them would want to play 
basketball, and you would want to know what the 
program is all about. To get more insight into this 
program, I conducted interviews with the Upper 
Elementary coach, Mr. Jon Holloway, two of his 
players, Tyler Shoffner and Jenna Camarillo, the 
Middle School coach, Ryan Saunders, and three of 
Coach Ryan’s players, Victoria Doane, Tyler 
Dunning, and Aidan Henry.  The interview 
sessions truly showed me that no matter your 
basketball background or your skill, you could still 
fit perfectly into the fold of the CMP Basketball 
Program.  

 Normally, if you talk to a kid who has 
played a team sport, and you ask them about how 
team sports has influenced their life, they will 
generally say that their coach either made a 
positive or negative impact on them. Which goes 
to show how important coaching really is in a 
team sport. When talking with the Coaches about 
their general styles of coaching, many positive 
characteristics showed through. Coach Ryan 
emphasizes confidence and creativity, as well as 
team unity. He spoke about the positive influence 
of his sophomore coach, saying that this specific 
coach emphasized the same characteristics of 
coaching that he involves in his style.  Coach Jon 
spoke about himself tending to be supportive of 
his players, and seeing the potential in them and 
pushing them to meet that potential. He said that 
he is very passionate about playing the right way, 
and he wants his players to get the fundamentals 
down to play the right game of basketball. Both of 

these coaches 
have lots of 
experience 
coaching 
basketball, 
Coach Ryan 
has been 
coaching since 
he was a 
freshman in 
high school, 
and Coach Jon 

started coaching his daughters when they were in 
elementary school.  

 
 Whenever I ask basketball players my age 
how long they have played basketball, a lot of 

them say that the started playing when they were 
three, or even five years old! It is quite surprising, 
and for some people, the thoughts of They MUST 
be better than me, they’ve been playing longer! or, 
I won’t have any chance making a competitive 
team if people have been playing years longer than 
I have! However, the assumption of just because 
you have been playing longer, you are a better 
basketball player is not true. Someone who started 
playing at five years old could only practice once 
every couple of months and not have a lot of skill, 
whereas another kid could have started playing at 
10 years old could practice every day and be the 
best player on their team. When I was talking with 
Jenna Camarillo, a sixth grader playing for the 
Upper Elementary basketball team, she said she 
started to play at ten years of age, and that this 
was her first season on an actual basketball team. 
Mr. Jon commented that he loves amateur players, 
go out of their comfort zone to go out for a team. 
He really appreciates it. Victoria Doane has one 
thing in common with Jenna, in that she started 
playing in 5th grade, when she was ten years old. 
Victoria has fit into the fold of the basketball 
program quite well. Another basketball player, 
Tyler Dunning, who is in eighth grade and on the 
Middle School basketball team, said he started to 
play in sixth grade and this is his first time playing 
on a team. If you watched him play, you really 
would not be able to tell that this is his first 
season. The American River basketball teams have 
a place for everybody, even for Aidan Henry and 
Tyler Shoffner, who have both been playing for a 
considerable amount of time. Aidan has been 

practicing basketball since he was five, and Tyler 
since he was eight. This program is very inclusive, 
and there is a spot for every child, at any size or 
skill level. When the next season comes around, I 
hope you are out there cheering on our American 
River Basketball Teams. Go rapids! 



Enchanted Evening Dance 
Do you fancy a dance? If so, you should have 
attended the 2nd Annual CMP AR Enchanted 
Evening Dance held on February 9th, 2018.  

If you were able to attend, evidently you were 
dancing machines because, as they say, ‘the roof 
was on fire.’  This year’s attendance was good with 
everyone who attended leaving with smiles on 
their faces. Who could avoid turning their head as 
the children danced the night away with the loved 
adult in their life?  

All in all, it was a great event and we want to 
thank all of those parents involved in setting up 
and running the event. At the time of publication, 
the total funds raised were not released; however, 
all monies generated from this event go back to 
hosting next year’s Enchanted Evening dance. 

We’ll see you next year on the dance floor.  

 

CAASPP Testing  
 

Dear CMP Families, 

This Spring will be our fourth year of participating 

in the California Assessment of Student 

Performance and Progress, or CAASPP, the state 

academic testing program.  Students in third 

through eighth grade will be participating in the 

computer adaptive CAASPP, for 

English/Language Arts and Mathematics.  This 

year our fifth and eighth grade students will again 

take the field test of the California Science Test or 

CAST.  As a field test, students will not receive 

scores for science this year. 

Prior to administration of CAASPP, students will 

have the opportunity to participate in a training 

test, if needed, and interim assessments to help 

students become comfortable with process of 

online testing. 

In the coming weeks you will be receiving more 

detailed student testing information through 

campus communications.  Your student’s teacher 

will let you know when their classroom will be 

testing.  Pursuant to California Education Code 

Section 60615, parents/guardians may annually 

submit to the school a written request to excuse 

their child from any or all of the CAASPP 

assessments; however, we strongly encourage 

every student to participate.  The tests are one 

indicator of how our students are progressing, and 

assists us in program planning. 

Please do not hesitate to contact your campus 

principal or me if you have any questions. 

Dorothy Hilts 

CMP Network Testing Coordinator 

(916) 714-9702 

dhilts@cacmp.org 

 

CAASPP Schedule  

Shortly after our Spring Break, CMP American 

River Students will begin the arduous process of 

California State Testing.  

Beginning the week of April 9, students in the 

fifth and eighth grade will participate in a field test 

of the California Science Test. All California 

Summative Assessments will begin the following 

week of April 16.  

Although these we understand that standardized 

tests are not true reflections of our students, we 

do value the data that these assessments provide. 

As such, please make sure that your child is well 

rested and fed before the day of their testing. 

Please do not plan on missing school during this 

period; however, if an absence does occur, notify 

the office of the absence ahead of time. 

 

Early Release Day Antics – Network 

Collaboration Days 
 

We have had two Early Release Days in the past 

month. Our first was on February 21st when all of 

CMP San Juan came together on the CMP 

American River Campus. This was the second of 

two planned Network Collaboration Days. It was 

a fantastic opportunity for the teaching staff to 

meeting and collaborate on a variety of topics 

including the writing curriculum, lesson extensions 

for writing and field trip resource sharing.  



Our most recent Early Release Day happened 

earlier in March and was devoted to preparing for 

the upcoming Parent/Teacher conferences. 

Overall, the teachers were appreciative of the time 

given to prepare and collaborate with their peers. 

 

Attendance Updates  

CMP American River Attendance Rate – March 

94% 

The word of the month is illness. Please make sure you keep your child home if they have a fever or have 

vomited within the last 24 hours. To help combat the spread of the flu, please help us to reinforce healthy 

hand washing habits at home.  

CMP American River Attendance Rate – February  

97% 

CMP American River Attendance Goal 

98% 

Percentage of Total Absences which are Unexcused  

25% 

Club M News 

February Update 
Ok, so it is February. Usually it is a time for skiing and snowboarding in the Sierra Nevada Mountains; 
however, currently it does not seem that the weather is cooperating.  If you are like me, then you need some 
time outdoors to recharge your batteries. At the offices of Club M, we empathize your anxiety over the lack 
of skiable snow and are here to offer the next best option, afterschool childcare.  

Our Spring Intersession is quickly approaching and we have a fantastic line up of enrichment activities 
planned for your children. Let us just borrow some terminology from the National Collegiate Athletics 
Association (NCAA) and call it March Madness. The children will be busy performing experiments with Mad 
Science and making their own tasty cake pop treats. While they enjoy some much deserved afterschool fun, 
you can enjoy daydreaming about snow in the mountains.  

If you would like more information about our Club M program, please contact Natalie Hansen, in the front 
office in person or by phone. If you would like to contact her by email, her email is nhanson@cacmp.org. As 
always, your children are the reason we are here. Thank you for making Club M so successful. 

 

The Fundraising Corner 

2017-2018 Fundraising Efforts 
Below you will find a brief list of the fundraising 
efforts happening this year: 

· Art to Remember—Monies are set aside for school 
wide art supplies. 

· Harvest Festival—Fundraising efforts go towards 
field trip support and classroom materials. 

· Apex Fun Run—This fundraiser is used for a 
yearly campus goal: continue technology 
acquisition. 

· See’s Candy– The monies raised from this 
fundraiser will go to staff development.  

· Art Walk—These funds are used for event 
support and campus beatification. 

mailto:nhanson@cacmp.org


· Scholastic Book Fair—Monies spent here support 
each classroom library. 

· Box Tops/E-Script—The monies from these 
programs goes to staff appreciation.  

· Various approved class fundraisers: Middle 
School Businesses, Hot Cocoa—Monies go 
directly to the sponsoring classrooms as 
discretionary funds.  

· Cultural Fair - Philanthropic Fundraiser 

· Read-a-thon—These funds go to individual 
classrooms.  

· Science Night—These funds go to support the 
science curriculum.  

 

Campus Advisory Council Update (CAC) 

Our last two CAC meetings were Thursday, 

January 18 and Thursday, February 14. 

January’s meeting was devoted to the 

preparation for the Family Dance which was 

held on March 9th.  

Julie Miller, Principal, updated the council on 

CMP AR’s chances for a 13.5 million dollar 

renovation grant from the State of California. 

She stated the grant would go towards the 

renovation of the school’s carpet, multi-

purpose room, bathrooms, h-vac system, 

fencing and asphalt 

Our February meeting covered the Library, 

Art Walk and a continuation of the facilities 

grant monies.  

Our next meeting is on Thursday, March 22 at 

3:30pm.

March/April Calendar  
3/21-3/23 – Spring Conferences – Early Release Days – noon dismissal for all students 

3/21-3/22 – See’s Candy orders sent home 

3/21 – Spring Picture Day – Middle School and K/1 classes 

3/22 – Spring Picture Day – grades 2 through 6 

3/22 – CAC Meeting – 3:30 

3/26-3/30 – Spring Intersession – NO SCHOOL/NO CLUB M 

4/1-4/6 – Spring Intersession – NO SCHOOL – CLUB M OPEN 

4/9-4/13 – CAASPP Science Testing – 5th & 8th graders 

4/13 – Spirit Day – theme TBD 

4/16-4/27 – CAASPP Language Arts & Math Testing – 4th, 5th & 6th graders 

4/18 – Early Release Day – noon dismissal for all students 

4/19 – CAC Meeting – 3:30 

4/23-4/27 – Spring Scholastic Book Fair 

4/30 – Principal’s Café  

4/30-5/4 - CAASPP Language Arts & Math Testing – 3rd, 7th & 8th graders 



 


